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Residents enjoy the low-key, uncrowded feeling
and serene beauty around Florida east coast town
By Karen Feldman

river runs through the heart of Martin County, caressing the

town of Stuart on three sides and capturing the fancy of

growing numbers of youthful retirees looking for a piece
of paradise.

The tranquil St. Lucie River affords plenty of water for recreation and
serves as a scenic Florida backdrop for countless homeowners. It also
provides convenient access to the Intracoastal Waterway and, beyond
that, the Atlantic Ocean.

That bounty of comely waterways proves a powerful enticement for

retirees like Leanna and Lewis Everetr, The Richmond,  community,” says Joe Catrambone, president and chief
VA, couple knew they wanted to [ive in a lemperite exeouive olficer of the Stuan-Martin County Chamber
Southern bocale but werent sure which one. They  of Commerce. With a resunging downtown, casy

considerad and rbed out the
Babamas, Naples and Miamd
Brecuse theey lowes 1o fishe and
make frequent trips to the
Baharmas aboard their 45-foot
baoat, oaean socess Was & pni-
Ty considerition, Lewis savs

They found what they
woanted ot Sailfish Point, an
upscale  dev clopment  ©n
Hutchinsan 1sland, the bamicr
islamd  east aof Smart. The
oeean was nearly ar their
doorstep and the area fic the
Bl on another Tront, =says
Leanna, 43 “We can be in
Palm Beach or other places
quickly if we need 1w, but

dmp-.:mﬂmmul:: i

access o beaches, lots of river
fromit, o mneleitade of “nIr LI
s, gated commumnities and very
loww density, #'s a natural fit fos
active retirecs,

“Thene is a huge number of
hoxumiers relifing in thes  next
three 1o five years and we're
Zoing to get our share,” he pre-
dlicts, The counry's strict gk
ticn of geoath and  resuling
I chensity set it apar from
many Florida communities that
have grappled with rampant
._k-l.;",lsi'.lm'lll: in recent years

In some parts of Marlin
County, only one home s
permitted for every five acres,
Im other spos, s one wnil

we'te not in the thick of i, as Luna, an Halion eohery.

she says, “There's plesty 1o do, per 200 acres. Moo buildings
bsut yeowr'res ot i the traffec and Dol b all the time.” can be more than four stories lngh, and pristine
Stuart, the Martin Counmy scit "is @ very gLzt wetlandls are zealowsly 1'-|‘<"-.'I1-:1|.‘-‘
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Not all developers muy welcome
such strict growth control, But it pro-
vides residents with lots of space and
privacy, commodities that are getting
searce  aroand the Sunshine  Seate
That's not o say, however, that the
region hasn't expenenced growth
Berween 1980 and 1990, Catrambone

says, the county's population pampssl
from about S00000 pos 100 (00

Tor- show growth back then, be siys,
*The powers that be sakd, Lets not
buikl roads and bridges and peogle
wont come.' They were wrong.” The
result is that now, with a yeas-round
population of 140800 — rising 0
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163,000 in the winter < the 550-5guare-
mile county continues o play cich-
up 1o provide ecnough roads ancl
b=

Monethebess, the quality of life the
Area .I”i wils e than l.ll.l-1"."-t1}{|!‘~ tha

that traffic
oecasion. And, with the recent <lowe-
dowen in the real estate market, prop-
ety prices are dropping somewhar,
|1'|;|k'i|::.j; a move 1o the i'*:ﬂi.tln IMEEre:
afforcaldbe

Georggia Gordon, a real estate agem
with All Florida Realty Services in St
art, says prices jumped about 27 per-
cent between eary 2005 and early
2006 but have begun to level off, fol-
lowing the national trend

“Fven with the dedline (in sales
people arc  still
“There's very good
imvenory. 1t's a buyer's market.”

Comnclos built before 1990 are selling
for 5135000 o S190,00 for o two-
bedroom, two-bath unit wah about
1,000 square feel off !i'r||1|.;_ SpuICe.
Mewer units of comparible siee st
in the low S200,000s and climb o
absour $475,000, depending on the
comamuinity’s wmenities, she says,

sengle-family homes with theee bad-
mocsms andl o baths mngge from about
S375 0000 po S500,000 i 2 stancnd sub-

:‘::II.'| Mes '-||l:'l‘|.'| |':| (8} ]

cEs), mitking
I B

oeney,” she says:

| dlivisican, rising to $630,000 or more in




gated coammunities with amenitics and
bots thit mnge from three-quaners of
an scres b o full aere each.

Homes on this water can run from
SRS0,000 to upwards of 51 million,
and new condos under construction
in thes downionn anca ane in the same
[Hrice ninge,

The county has a largerihan-aver-
age share of waledront homes, as well
as many properties big enough for
howse enthusiasts 1o keep their animals
al home, Even peopbe who don’t have
Bromses like the concept of not being 5o
close 1o their neighbors,

“Peophe come here for the seremity
of Martin County. If you like nightlife,
youre only 3 minutes away from
Palm Beach,” says Catramibsone of the
chamber of commerce. Don't expect a
lively night sceme around  Stuan
“beciuse we don't hoave 7 be says, ©

That's all rght with e |i:l|r whia
redocine heme — even those who come
froum metropalitan: ereas, For Bill and
Julie Paterson, water and wirm weathe
£r were more importint than a scintil-
lating nightlife. The couple moved
from Wiestchesier County, NY, whiene
Bill, 56, was a AUpenvior with the
police  depatment and  Julie, 33,
warkesd as i hair stylis,

When they retined in 1993, two of
their four children sl lived at home,
s schools were imponant, oo, They
staned out in s development in Palm
City, just west of Stuart. Bill g
imvolvexd in the homeowners assocka-
ticn and served ax president for eigia
years, AL the same time, “my wife g
tired of hearing me sing in the shower
=rshwe sent me for suditions at the the-
ater,” b sy,

That's the Barm Thestre, o convened
bam that howses the county’s oldest
community theater, Bill appeansd in a

From lieft: Stuort hos
Flagler fven

waches on the Atantic coar.

the historic downtewn s lined with voried shope. Stuan

beasts many waterfront homes, and boating it o popular poskime.

couple of productions bat ad his
niche on the board of directos, where
bz seervieed s wice presbdent, then pres-

ident. Julie volanteers with Daogs and
Cats Formever Inc,, a private, no-kill and-
mal nescue ongandzation. Their vr:[ﬂl




parks and public beaches

The Patéerons [:L1|Lh:|'|!!}' traved,
enjoying the convensence af cruising
becanse the Port of Miimi 15 50 easy o
reach, But travel provides a temporary
diversion from the pleasure they get
chaily from their adoptive commanity.
“Whe fewd like woe'ne on viscation all the
tine,” Julic says. “We thank God all
the tirme

“We have a litle slice of heaven
ight here,” Bill adds,

That's a famdliar sentiment among
ares retirees. Benty and Bill Saunders
weren't planning to retire, but when a
relarivie found them a great deal on 2
condominium in a development called
Vista Pines, the Kochester, NY, couple
] i 1

“Wie'd been down here visiting rela-
Bives all ;||1|.l o for WS andd J"'l.‘.1|-|'|'
likoeed thee are,™ savs Betry, 65, who mn
hier oran mmsie school and E;kl.ljﬂ'll. ina
|_'|'||“|'||I_IIIiI:|' v:'l:-||-:.'l-.;:: for LY Years

When they bought their 1,100
sqquare-foct condo, “we were thinking
we'tl wses it for vacations and possibly
rent it out,” Bey says. Then they
spent i couple of weeks i their new
home. “That second week we looked
it each other and said, “Whar ane we
dioing? Let's just pack it up.’ We never,
ever second-guessed ourselves” she
SV

They sokd their 4 000-squane-foot
home in Rochester and became full-
e Floridians. Because they god such
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a poend deal on the condo, which is in
an older development, they wene able
1o affeared oo upgrsde the two-bednoom,
wo-bath i

“We gutted the kitchen and redsd
evenything, including the bathrooms,”
Betty says. s like a brand new plce
an it's 0 easy 1o take care of”

Although Bery retred, Bill, 67, has
mecat. Hee ruens hiiss industrial supply busi

=5 by phone and compuies. Betty
keeps busy with voluntesr work.
Within a moath of moving. they joined
a church and Betty signed on with the
Treasune Coast Toastmasters Chab, the
same type of club she'd belonged o in




Mew York, She has become the
tant chisir chirectr an the church, plays
the E:.i:lru:l Fiow .-\.|‘1L‘¢_'Ll|h."'|'s.'1"|r.“~ amid works
with the children who attend there

She also directs the Vista Pines clwo
nits andl belongs o the Jensen Beach
Chamber of Commence. Through the
chumber she wound up playing pianco
for o fund-rising gala that raises
meaney for women with breast cincer
Thet led her oooa plano engagement at
thes Fiern Theatre, and she’s now con-
siclering doing some acting.

“I's really neat how one thing leads
to anodher,” she savs “T'modoing things
now T nomally wouldn't have time 1o
o, There are so many things happen-
ing. I's pr1 o wonderful community
culeure.”

Bill Smenckers nuikes jewelry in his
spare time and volunteers at a gallery
in Jensen Beach, He alsoe works in
abaut four mands of golf a week at
the Martin County Golf Cluly mear their
home,

Lewis Eversg is o devoted golfer,
too. He plays regularly ar the Jack
Nicklaus-clesigned  priviite course at
Sailfish Point, where mermbers can golf
without tee times, “We never wail
mee than 20 minutes o stam,” says

Gis=
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Lewis, 05, noting that he enpoys the
course being so close o their bome

When the: Evercits bought property
in Sailfish Podnt, Leanna was 35, so0
buying whene there were odher young,
active people wias a prionty, Lewis, o
retired wice chaleman of a stock o
kerage in Richmond, had a boss whe
lives] iny the anea. After spending abou
fivee elays visiting him, they decicded o
|n:|_'=' a home in the anea, oo, and set
tled on Sailfish Foint

“We knew when we pulled in the

ates that this was it,” Lepnna says, “I's
just the way the: grounds wene kept It
wvars wihere it waas sinuited o the water,
the golf course, It was oul of the way.
not in thve mickdle of the cry, b we
could get into Stuan easily.”

It had security,
sicles, tennis, a spa = in short, virual-
ly everything they were secking,
ey bought the propemty in 1995,
tdred Miami architect Manue] Angles
oo dhesipn a Meditermanean-styie home
andd moved in April 20000 The home

T—

water on thnee




hias @ water view [Tom CVETY TCHHE | R el B Leanmi sivs

Thez intenior leatumes o neutral oodor ardd one that gets a lot of use. Their

grtletie aned o dook that's formal yet friends from Richosomd, her family

welcoming, an important fesure for fom Columbuos, ©H, and her Fiker
the comple ecause they cnpoy cnied-

Lumng

ves i Maples, visit regulardy

Theyve macke new friends within

An Active 55+ Golf
Country Club Community

i
i
i

CLOSE TO DISNEY & BEACHES!
* Gated Community * Clubhouse * Shufileboard
* Activities * Heated Pool & Spas * Arts & Crafts Center

* Tennis * Billiards * Fitness Room & And More!

2 & 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH HOMES

~>69,990

CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION

1-800-985-7888

3509 Southport Springs Pkwy. - Zephyrhills, FL 33541-4690

flaparksiu

acl.com - www.flaparks.com
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| tance,” says Julic,

provide swenping views and

thee Sailfish Point community.  “Is
almionsd like a ligtle city,” Leanma says,
"W met at yacht club events, golfing,
dinmesr dances, thimgs at the club,”

Thi comumunity provides for their
vanod interests, oo, Lewis plays a bot
af pennks and both of them saork ot
regubarly at the fiiness coner. Leanna
takes kickboxing classes and serves
on  the developments real estare
board and  the
COmmucie

The Everets are full-tome Flonds
resadents ol wsually escape during
the homer months 10 their Virging
tomnhouse on Chesapeake By,

They have mo plans 1o move, “We
Bt i o every l.i.l'g.' what mios FJ'L'H;'III\.'

architeciural  review

get o do two weeks a vear,” Leanna
LAl

The Patersoms feed mch e same
way Theyll probably  throw my
ashes in the river in the back yard,”
Bill Paterson jokes. He Rshes i that
river megularly, pets wogether with
friends o pliy cands and keeps a close
CYE Dl the neews o that oo S0d, &
first leutenant n the Army, 19 -
i im I

“We're
meent,” Bl says

really enjoying our feline

inheri

Wk

And spending our keds

Karen Feldman & a wviter v Northy Fort
Myers, FI, arvd a regwlar contriburior fo
Where to Refire



